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Bx12 SBS, Fordham Rd at 2pm on May 15, 2023
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Project Background
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Why Fordham Road?

Å In 2008, MTA and DOT launched the first 

Select Bus Service (SBS) route on the Bx12

Å Bx12 is the busiest bus route in the Bronx, 

and second busiest in NYC after the M15

Å Critical crosstown transportation corridor 

and serves as a major Bronx-Manhattan 

connection

Å 85,000 average daily bus riders on 5 routes 

(Bx12-SBS + Local, Bx9, Bx17, Bx22)

Å This area of the city is located within a Tier 1 

Priority Investment Area in the NYC Streets 

Plan

Å Bus riders and pedestrians form the 

majority of roadway users on Fordham Road

Å 62% of households on Bx12 corridor have no 

access to a private vehicle. 71% commute to 

work via public transit, walking, or biking

Bx12 SBS, Fordham Rd at University Ave

Å Fordham Rd is a Vision Zero Priority 

Corridor with 4 VZ priority 

intersections at Sedgwick, University, 

Grand and Jerome Aves

Å 83 persons killed or significantly 

injured between 2014-2018 between 

Deegan and Boston Road
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Existing Bus Priority

Å Currently only curbside bus lanes exist on 

Fordham Rd

Å Along most of the corridor, bus lanes are 

only in effect in peak periods, Monday-

Friday, 7AM to 7 PM, with a two-hour 

midday window for deliveries

Å Westbound 7 AM to Noon, 

and 2 PM to 7 PM

Å Eastbound 7-10 AM, 

and Noon to 7 PM

Å There is a segment of curbside bus lanes in 

western section of Fordham, from Sedgwick 

Ave to University Ave, that are in effect 

7am-7pm Monday-Friday, without the two-

hour midday break
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Curb Demand Challenges

Å Curbside bus lanes are a less efficient 

means of balancing bus priority and curb 

access

Å Deliveries are only permitted during a 2-

hour window in the midday when the bus 

lanes are not in effect 

Å Expeditious pick-ups and drop-offs by 

passenger cars are allowed at any time, 

regardless of bus lane hours, which 

causes further delays for buses needing 

to weave in and out of traffic

Å Observations and data show that existing 

curbside bus lanes are frequently blocked 

throughout the day

Fordham Rd and Valentine Av
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Bus Speeds and Ridership

Å Service and street design changes resulted in improvements for bus 

service, particularly after implementation of Select Bus Service in 

2008

Å In recent years, bus speeds and ridership have declined

Source: MTA

Bx12 SBS Begins Service
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Bx12 SBS Bus Speeds

Å Bx12-SBS bus speeds are slowest from Boston Rd to Broadway/Isham St in the 

westbound direction, and from 207th St/Broadway to Boston Rd in the eastbound 

direction

Å Major segments of congestion include the University Heights Bridge and 

between Webster Ave and Grand Concourse
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Fordham Road Deserves Better

Fordham Rd and Webster Av

Å DOTôs transit toolkit has evolved since 

the Bx12 SBS launch in 2008

Å Commercial vehicles illegally park in the 

bus lane if they do not conduct deliveries 

within the 2-hour midday window

Å Buses are forced to drive in general 

travel lanes, creating even greater 

congestion for drivers and 85,000 bus 

passengers

Å The existing condition on Fordham Rd 

does not work for any road user

Å DOT now has a stronger street 

improvement toolkit to address these 

issues


